SPECIAL OLYMPICS CONNECTICUT
Since 1969, Special Olympics Connecticut (SOCT) has provided year-round sports training and athletic competition for children and adults with intellectual disabilities.  SOCT is also a forerunner across the country in providing Unified Sports® programming which combines athletes with and without intellectual disabilities on the same teams to compete in a variety of sports. 12,514 athletes (those with intellectual disabilities) and partners (those without intellectual disabilities) are involved with SOCT through Local, Regional and State Programs.  SOCT hosts over 50 tournaments and competitions in 22 different sports. 

SOCT is a non-profit, charitable organization, which contributes to the lifelong physical, social and personal development of people with intellectual disabilities in the state of Connecticut. The SOCT Program is one of the most innovative and dynamic in the world, involving thousands of people throughout the state in exciting and rewarding competition, training and events. 

SOCT provides many vital programs including the Connecticut Association of Schools/Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference partnership which brings the Special Olympics Unified Sports® Program into the Connecticut school system and the Masters Sports Program designed for athletes 40 years of age and older. 

SOCT also offers athletes the opportunity to explore roles once considered “non-traditional” through Athlete Leadership Programs (ALPs), including the Global Messenger Program, where athletes are trained in communication and presentation skills and in turn serve as spokespersons for the organization, and Athlete Congress, which invites athletes together to discuss and vote on issues of importance to them and their peers.  In addition, one SOCT athlete currently serves as a member of the Board of Directors and several more on various organizational committees.  SOCT also offers the Officials Program for Athletes® in which people with intellectual disabilities become certified sports officials through mentor training. 
Organizationally, SOCT is divided into three Regional Programs.  Regional participation consists of Local Programs, with each local offering several different sports and training opportunities based on the level of athlete interest.  These Local Programs are the most crucial part of the state organization because they represent the first point of entry for athletes and their families.  Each Local Program is run by a volunteer Local Coordinator; the Regional Programs are led by a Regional Director and are run by Regional Staff.  Headquartered out of Hamden, CT, SOCT has three regional offices located in Trumbull, Southbury and Norwich representing the Southwest, Northwest and Eastern Regions, respectively.

More than 10,000 volunteers, 900 coaches, numerous corporate and civic organizations, and 12,514 athletes & partners and their families make up Special Olympics Connecticut's winning team.
Special Olympics Connecticut is headed by a Board of Directors who are responsible to the citizens of Connecticut for how the statewide program is conducted.  Members of the Board of Directors possess varied backgrounds and are elected to a maximum of three (3) three (3) year terms.  A full time staff, led by our President, is responsible for the program on a day-to-day basis.  It is the responsibility of the staff to implement the program in accordance with Board policies.

Finance & Administration, Development, Public Relations and Program/Sports staff work together to ensure that year-round programming is available to our athletes.
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