Special Olympics Coaches Certification Process

As part of the Special Olympics Coaches Education Program, coaches are strongly encouraged to become certified coaches in the sport they coach. To become a Special Olympics Certified Coach, you must do the following:

Complete the online general orientation training for coaches.  A brief PowerPoint presentation with a quiz at the end.  For your convenience, you can access the PowerPoint presentation right here, http://soct.org/local/general_orienation.PPT#256,1,General Orientation
Upon completing that, take the quiz right here, http://soct.org/local/quiz.shtml
· Attend a sport-specific SOCT/SOI Coaches Training School.
· Complete a 10-hour practicum coaching experience in an accredited SOCT local training program.

· Complete an application for Sports Coaching Certification Form; have signed by Head Coach or Local/Regional Director. Send form to SOCT Headquarters, attention Coaches Education.
Once correctly processed that you have successfully completed all requirements, and ensuring that you are Class A screened and have completed the Protective Behaviors program, you will be considered a certified coach in that sport.  Certified Coaches credentials are printed in bulk and given out at every state event.

Other Coaches Training and Education experiences offered over the course of the year include:

CPR/First Aid Training

Invitations to non-Special Olympics Coaches Clinics

Recertification

In order to become recertified in a sport, you may either go to another coaches training in that sport, or attend first aid/CPR Training, or another training that may be offered by Special Olympics CT or Special Olympics North America.
Special Request for Coaches Certification

SOCT has approved a process where individuals who have significant experience in coaching/participation in a sport can be certified without attending a Sports Training School in that sport. Likely candidates would include state certified High School/College coaches or NGB Certified Coaches. Contact your regional office if you have any questions or would like a Special Request for Coach Certification Application.

Levels of Coaches

Special Olympics CT is now distinguishing on the Certified Coaches credentials what level of certification each coach is in each sport.  The levels are listed below for better understanding.
Level I – Coach has completed General Orientation, attended a sport specific certification course, completed a 10 hour practicum working with Special Olympics athletes, and handed in their paperwork to the State office.

Level II – Coach has completed Level I requirements and has completed 3 years of coaching.

Level III – Coach has completed Level II requirements and has completed six years of coaching.

Level IV – Coach has completed Level III requirements and completed at least 10 years of coaching.

Lifetime Certification

Special Olympics CT is currently working on an application to give coaches, that have been coaching for at least 10 years, a chance to become Lifetime Certified in a specific sport.  It is a long process to get this worked out and going, so please be patient with us as we iron out the details.

Incentive Process

Special Olympics CT is currently working on finalizing our Incentive process for certified coaches.  As soon as that is done, this section will be updated.
Please visit the website to find the Coaches Application for Certification Form.

http://soct.org/local/forms.shtml
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