HOW TO START A LOCAL PROGRAM

Local Programs in Special Olympics Connecticut (SOCT) are coordinated by volunteers or employees from a community, school or agency who wish to involve individuals with intellectual disabilities in Special Olympics Connecticut training and competition.  All Local Programs must be accredited and in compliance with policies and procedures of Special Olympics Connecticut and Special Olympics, Inc.  Once accredited, Local Programs can train athletes, send athletes to local, regional, state or world competitions and use the official logo.  To be accredited, Local Programs must submit an annual Local Application for Local Program Accreditation to their Regional Office as well as other items that will be highlighted in this section.
Approval of this Application Receipt places the Local Program on a regular mailing list for updated communications of events and activities; provides access to the respective Regional Director and Regional events and activities and State events and activities; assigns a local code for registration purposes; and provides access to rule books and sports skills guides.  

To start a Local Program:

1. 
Contact appropriate SOCT Regional Office to receive information Special Olympics Connecticut, including eligibility requirements, sports calendar, volunteer needs, Class A Volunteers and Protective Behavior Training and Funding/PR Guidelines

2.
Complete an Application for Local Program Accreditation Form and submit to your Regional Office and identify your Local Coordinator and Committee volunteers. Special Olympics Connecticut, Inc approves Local Program Accreditations giving the accredited Local Coordinator/Program the right to operate a sport and training competition and raise funds in the name of Special Olympics. 
3.
Recruit athletes.  Have appropriate forms for participation completed including the Application for Participation form, Release form, Unified Sports® Partner Release & Waiver form, Class A Volunteer Registration Forms and Atlanto-axial Instability form (for individuals with down syndrome who test positive for this condition).

4.
Recruit volunteers to assist and/or form Local Program committees that will oversee fund raising, finance, transportation, athlete training, public relations, families, and administrative duties.
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