Becoming a Special Olympics Connecticut Certified Coach

Just as a reminder, in order to become a Special Olympics Certified Coach the following requirements must be met:

· Be a current Class “A” Volunteer (this includes Protective Behaviors). The Class “A” Volunteer Applications and reference letters (for minors) are available on the Special Olympics Connecticut website. 

Here is the direct link for the Class “A” Volunteer Application http://www.soct.org/local/AVOLAPPRev091907.doc . Here is the direct link for the Minor Reference Letter http://www.soct.org/calendar/minorreferenceletter.doc
· Protective Behaviors is also available on-line. 

Here is the direct link to the Protective Behaviors Training and Quiz. www.specialolympics.org/protectivebehaviors 
· Register and attend a Special Olympics Connecticut coaches training school for a specific sport

· Complete a General Orientation Session. The General Orientation Session, once completed, does not expire. The General Orientation Session is available on-line on the Special Olympics Connecticut website. 

Here is the direct link to the General Orientation Session and quiz: http://www.soct.org/local/coaches.shtml . 

Once the quiz is completed e-mail notification will be sent to Sarah Gleeson in the Hamden Office

· Complete a 10-hour (minimum) practicum working with Special Olympics athletes in that sport following a coaches training. 

· Complete, sign, and return an Application for Sports Training Certification form to the Hamden office. Please include the sport you are applying for on the application. The applicant’s Class “A” status must be current and the signed and returned form must be complete in order for a credential to be processed and printed. Each Certified Coach Credential lists the sport(s) that the coach is certified in as well as the expiration date (month/year) of that certification. The application must be signed by both the applicant and the applicant’s Local Coordinator. The application is available on the Special Olympics Connecticut website. 

Here is the direct link for a copy of the application: http://www.soct.org/calendar/coachescertificationapplication.doc 
· Certification is good for 4 years from the date of the training school

Please contact Sarah Gleeson, 203.230.1201 ext. 272 or sarahg@soct.org , if you have questions regarding the certification status of any of your coaches. 

